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CLIMATE CHANGE AND OUR FUTURE

Problem statement.Millions of people are sufferinfrom terrible effects of
extreme natural disasters exacerbated by climate change, from protroggtits in
subSaharan Africa to devastating tropical hurricanes in SeuHast Asia, the
CaribbearSeaand the Pacifi©cean During the summer of 2018, population of the
Northern hemisphere from the Arctic Circle to Greece, Japan, Pakistan and the
United States experienced debilitating heat and devastating forest fires that killed
hundreds of people.

While we understand climate change primarily through its impact on our
environment, its devastating consequences that humanity faces now and will face in
the future due to climate change make this an urgent issue on human rights agenda.

Climate change will increase and deepen inequality, and its effects will only
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accumulate and worsen in the future. This will destroy lives of present and future
generationsThat is whyinability of governments to withstand climate change, the
reality of which is backed up by a huge amount of scientific evidence, could be the
greatest human rights violation in history and affect several generations.

The purpose of the stug. The Earth's climate has been constantly changing
throughout its history, including the average global temperature.

However,global warming is now much faster than ever before. It is already
obvious that human contribution to rise in temperatures osecémtury has become
decisive. Mankind has emitted greenhouse gases into the atmosphegases
capableto absorb thermal radiation a byproduct of development of modern
economy. We generate greenhouse gases by burning fossil fuels, farming and usin
land resources, and other activities that cause climate change. Currently, level of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere is the highest in the last 800 thousand years
Rapid growth of their volume is a problem because it accelerates climate change so
muchthat life does not have time to adapthem.

Climate change consists not only in rising temperatures, but also in abnormal
weather phenomena, risirggalevels, changes in wildlife populations atideir
habitats, and other environmental impacts. Scintlsave reached an almost
unanimous consensus that global warming is caused mainly by anthropogenic factors:
97% of climate scientists support this statement.

The biggest factor in global warming is currently burning of fossil fuels (coal,
oil, gas), whichincreases concentration of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide.
When combined with other activities (such as clearing land for agriculture), this leads
to a rise in temperature across the planet. Scientists believe that there is the same link
betweergreenhouse gas emissions and global warming as between smoking and lung
cancer.

This is not new information. The scientific community has been collecting and
studying this issue for decades. Global warming warnings started making headlines in
the late 198s.
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In 1992, 165 states signed the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC). Since then, they have held Conferences of the Parties to
the Framework Convention (COP) to develop methods and objectives for limiting
climate change and aoling to its existing effects.

Results of the research.As of 2019, the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change has been ratified by 197 states. We all have rights from birth, now
these rights aren serious danger due to climate change. Although weadre
threatened by climate change in one way or another, people most at risk are those
who suffer from discriminationWe all equally deserve to be protected from this
global threat.

Combating climate change gives us a chance to put people'bendd fird by
guaranteeing them right to a healthy environment. This will give us a chance to
promote human rights, for example, by guaranteeing more people access to green and
cheap electricity and creating jobs in new sectors of the economy.

Many people are aleely working on extraordinary, inspiring and innovative
solutions to combat climate change. Ordinary citizens, companies, and cities around
the world are actively working on policies, campaigns, and solutions that will protect
people and the planet. Indigars people and minorities hadeveloped a system of
mutually beneficial coexistence with the environmémt centuries that they call
home. We can learn a lot frothem and, with their consent, we can use their
technology in our own attempts to find ateahative way to interact with our planet.

Today, Ukraine is among the top twenty countries in the world that emit the
most greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.

On March 15, 1999, Ukraine signed the Kyoto Protocol, which provides for
certain obligations o the part of our state. The terms of Bretocol have been very
soft for Ukraine, as they do not require a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, and

even allow them to increase to the level of 1990.
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Conclusions. The National Environmental Center of Wdkme is trying to
monitor activities of the Ukrainian government and influence its decisions to speed
up implementation of climate protection programs. NECU patrticipates in the work of
the NGO Working Group on Climate Changend works closely with the

organization "Voice of Nature" in conducting an educational program.
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